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Success!
Read, listen and talk about success and achievements, work and education.
Practise Third Conditional; I wish; if only.
Focus on giving advice; had better.
Write an application form.

GRAMMAR AND READING
1

Read the article and look at the life map. Which
path did Hardeep take?

2

Read the article again and answer the
questions.
• Why did Hardeep feel lonely as a teenager?
• Why did she become interested in art?
• Why didn’t she go to her college interview?

Become an
artist

Get bored

Arrive for
college interview

Work in family
firm

Catch the train
to Bath

Leave school
early

[ FIRST STEPS ]

Happy
Accidents

Start a career
in comedy

Start talking to
stranger on train

Hardeep Sidhu is one
of Britain’s top women
comedians. She is appearing
this week at the Buxton
Comedy Festival.

6

When I was twelve, my parents moved out of London to
a small village near Oxford. I was the only Asian girl in
my school, and I suddenly felt a bit lonely. I became
a typical ‘difficult’ teenager – I hated school, and I
thought all the world was against me. But two important
things happened. I realised that being funny was the best
way to make friends. Perhaps if we’d stayed in London
I would never have learned how to be funny! And then
I had a brilliant art teacher, Mrs York, who encouraged
me to go to Art College. I would probably have left
school as early as possible if I hadn’t met her. However,
on the day of my college interview in Bath, I woke up
late. I left the house wearing two odd shoes and didn’t
notice that my bottle of chocolate milk had spilled all
over the paintings in my bag. Then when I finally got
to the station, I got on the wrong train! Who knows …
if I had gone to Bath that day I might have become
a professional artist. But I went to Swindon instead!
I told the woman next to me on the train about what had
happened, and she sat and cried with laughter. It turned
out she was the producer of a comedy programme on
the radio. To cut a long story short, I got an invitation
a week later to attend an audition for the show … and
the rest, as they say, is history! I’m very lucky – my life
has been full of happy accidents!

Catch the wrong
train

Decide to go to
Art College in Bath

Be inspired by
art teacher
Go to
university

Become a difficult
teenager

Do well at
school
Feel lonely

Have lots of
friends
Parents stay in
London

Parents move
to Oxford



START

Success!

Work it out
3

*6 Complete the sentences with First, Second or
Third Conditionals.

Look at the sentences and answer the
questions.
a
b

(not
1 I learnt a lot at university. But I
(not help) me
graduate) if my parents
financially.
2 Don’t panic! If we
(leave) now, we
(still get) there on time.
3 I doubt I’ll get that job – and perhaps it’s
(get) the job, I
a good thing, too. If I
(have to) move to London.
4 Our day out has been a complete disaster.
(know) it was going to be so horrible,
If I
(stay) at home.
I
5 I don’t know why you always listen to
loud music when you’re revising. If you
(concentrate), you
(remember) more.
6 It’s your own fault that you failed. If you
(not play) computer games all night, you
(pass).

I would have left school as early as
possible if I hadn’t met her.
If I had gone to Bath that day, I might
have become an artist.

1 Do these sentences talk about the past,
present or future?
2 Did these things happen in Hardeep’s life?
3 What tense is used after if ? What form is
used in the other clause?

Check it out
Third Conditional
We use the Third Conditional to talk about
a situation that had a chance of happening in the
past but didn’t happen.

7

The condition
The result
if + Past Perfect, would/could/might/should have +
+ Participle II

Picasso, Pablo
The great artist, Pablo Picasso, believed
that his success was thanks to his parents.
‘Would I have become an artist if my father
1
___ (not be) an art instructor? 2___ (I have)
the same determination to succeed if I
hadn’t had such a strong mother?’ he wrote.
Indeed, Picasso’s mother always believed
Pablo would be a success at anything. When
he was young she once told him, ‘If you
become a soldier, you’ 3___ (be) a general; if
you become a monk, you’ 4___ (end up) as
the Pope.’ Instead he became Pablo Picasso,
perhaps the painter of the twentieth century!

If I had gone to Bath that day, I might have
become a professional artist. (but I took the
wrong train)
I would have left school early if I hadn’t met
her. (but she encouraged me to go to college)

4

Look at the life map in Exercise 1 again
and complete the sentences. Use the Third
Conditional.
1 If Hardeep’s family had stayed in London, she
(have) lots of friends.
2 She probably
(go) to university if she had
stayed in London.
3 She wouldn’t have become a difficult
(not feel) lonely.
teenager if she
4 If Hardeep hadn’t had an amazing teacher,
(become) interested in art.
she
5 If she hadn’t become interested in art, she
(work) in the family business.
probably
6 She probably would have got bored if she
(work) for the family business.
7 If she had caught the right train, she
(arrive) for her college interview.
8 She wouldn’t have become a top comedian if
(not start) talking to the woman on
she
the train.

5

Think Back! Match sentences 1–3 with contexts
a–c. Identify the First, Second and Third
Conditional.
1 If I had time, I would learn more English.
2 If I work hard, I will pass all my exams.
3 If I had worked harder, I would have passed
my exams.
a A situation in the past that didn’t happen.
b A situation that has a good chance of
happening in the future.
c A situation that is unlikely to change now or
in the future.

Complete the texts with the correct form of the
verbs in brackets.

Einstein, Albert
Albert Einstein was perhaps the best-known
scientist of the twentieth century. As well
as his scientific work he also took an active
interest in political and social problems.
For example, in 1939 he wrote a letter to
President Roosevelt encouraging the US to
start building an atomic bomb. Later, when
he found out about Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
he changed his mind. ‘If I 5___ (know), I 6___
(become) a shoemaker,’ he admitted.

8

Complete the sentences to make them true for
you and write two sentences of your own. Then
compare your sentences with your partner.
1 If I had got up an hour earlier today, I
2 If I had never met
,
.
3 I would never have read
if
.

*Project

.

idea

Prepare a presentation and/or make a poster
‘Young people’s success stories.’

7

READING AND LISTENING
1

Work in pairs and answer the questions.

• What period in history do you think the
picture on page 10 shows?
• What kind of lifestyle do you think the
people have?

2

T001 Listen and read the plot summary below
and check your predictions to Exercise 1.
Why do you think people are so intrigued by
Gatsby’s past?

3

Now listen and read the extract from the
novel. What does Nick think of Gatsby after
meeting him?

4

Read the story again and answer the questions.
Are the statements true or false?

T002

1 People didn’t usually get invitations to
Gatsby’s parties.
2 Nick arrived at the party just before the
start.
3 One of the guests believes that Gatsby
hasn’t always lived in the USA.
4 The books in the library are not real.
5 Nick starts enjoying the party more as it
gets later.
6 Gatsby’s appearance was very different to
what Nick had expected.

5

Work in pairs. Do you think the guests’ gossip
about Gatsby is true? Why?/Why not?

at Gatld sby
The Gre
by F. Scott Fitzgera
T

he story takes place in the USA of
the 1920s. Nick Carraway, the narrator,
is a young graduate who has moved
to New York to work on Wall Street.
He was in the army in World War One.
He rents a small house in West Egg,
an exclusive area of Long Island. He’s
single but has a busy social life, and
he spends a lot of time with Tom, an
old college friend, and his beautiful
wife Daisy, who live nearby. Everyone
has a lot of money and spends most of
their time going to parties.
Nick has never met his neighbour, Jay
Gatsby, a lonely millionaire. Gatsby is
famous for his extravagant and very
popular parties at his luxury home, but
he is also the subject of much gossip
about his past. One day, Nick receives
an invitation to Gatsby’s next party …

8

I

believe that on the ﬁrst night I went to
Gatsby’s house I was one of the few guests
who had actually been invited. People were
not invited – they just went there.
Sometimes they came and went without
meeting Gatsby at all.
When I arrived, the garden was already full
of music and laughter. I tried to look for
Gatsby, but nobody knew where he was.
Finally I found a familiar face – Jordan
Baker, a friend of Daisy’s. She was talking
to a group of guests who I didn’t know.
‘Have you been to Gatsby’s parties
before?’ Jordan asked the girl beside her.
‘The last one was the one I met you at,’
answered the girl, in a conﬁdent voice.
‘When I was here last, I tore my dress on
a chair,’ said another girl, ‘and he took my
name and address – and I got a package
from Croirier’s with a new evening dress
in it. It cost two hundred and sixty-ﬁve
dollars!’
‘There’s something funny about a guy
that’ll do a thing like that,’ said the other
girl. ‘He doesn’t want any trouble with
ANYbody.’
‘Who doesn’t?’ I asked.
‘Gatsby. Somebody told me …’
Everyone leaned forward to listen.
‘Somebody told me they thought he killed
a man once.’
‘Well I heard he was a German spy during
the war.’
One of the men nodded.
‘I heard that from a man who grew up
with him in Germany,’ he said.
We all turned and looked around for
Gatsby. But he wasn’t there.
After supper Jordan and I went to look for
Gatsby inside the house. In the library a fat,
middle-aged man, with enormous glasses,
was sitting at a huge table, staring at the
shelves of books. He was a little drunk.
‘What do you think?’ he asked us, excited.
‘About what?’
He waved his hand at the bookshelves.
‘About that. They’re real.’
‘The books?’
He nodded.
‘I thought they were just for show. But
they have pages and everything.’

Success!

The Great
Gatsby
by F. Scott Fitzgerald
We went back into the garden. The moon was
high in the sky. A famous opera singer sang in
Italian, some actors played a funny scene and
then a jazz band started playing. People were
dancing now. Champagne was being served in
huge glasses and the air was full of conversation
and laughter. We sat at a table with a man of
about my age and a little girl who giggled every
time someone spoke. The man looked at me
and smiled.
‘I know your face,’ he said, politely. ‘Weren’t
you in the Third Division during the war?’
‘Why, yes. I was in the Ninth Battalion.’
‘I was in the Seventh Infantry. I knew I’d seen
you somewhere before.’
We talked for a moment about some wet, grey
little villages in France.
‘Having a nice time now?’ Jordan asked me.
‘Much better.’ I turned again to my new
acquaintance. ‘This is an unusual party for me.
I haven’t even seen the host. He sent over his
chauffeur with an invitation – and I only live
next door!’ For a moment he looked at me as if
he didn’t understand.
‘I’m Gatsby,’ he said suddenly. ‘I thought you
knew. I’m afraid I’m not a very good host.’
He smiled again. It was a smile that you might
come across maybe four or ﬁve times in your

life – a smile that understood you as you
wanted to be understood. It made me trust him
immediately.
Gatsby left us to answer a phone call from
Chicago.
I told Jordan that I had expected Gatsby to be
different – older, fatter, red-faced.
‘Who is he? Do you know?’ I asked Jordan.
‘He’s just a man named Gatsby ... ,’ she
answered coolly.
‘Where is he from, I mean? And what does he
do?’ I asked her again.
‘Well, he told me once he was an Oxford man.
I don’t believe it, though.’
There was something very mysterious about
Gatsby’s story – how had someone so young
appeared from nowhere and bought such
a grand house in West Egg? I suddenly noticed
Gatsby again – he was standing alone on the
steps, smiling at the lively scene below him.
Looking at his tidy hair and his smooth, tanned
skin it was difﬁcult to see anything suspicious
about him. A band started playing and people
started singing. Girls rested their heads on their
partners’ shoulders. But no one rested their
head on Gatsby’s shoulder.

9

6

Check that you know these words before you
listen to the next part of the story.
Use a dictionary if you need to.

aristocrat (n) courage (n) medal (n)
bravery (n) inherit (v) wealthy (adj)

7

T003

Listen and answer the questions.

1 Which university does Gatsby say he went to?
2 What is Gatsby’s explanation for his wealth?
3 Which two characters realise they had known
Gatsby years before?

8

Listen to the end of the story. Put the
events in the correct order. Then listen again
and check.
T004

a
b
c
d
e
f
g
h

9

works for a millionaire
returns to the US
works for criminal gangs
Gatsby is born into a poor family
studies at Oxford
works on a farm
earns enough money to move to West Egg
joins the army and meets Daisy

1

Work in groups and answer the questions.

• What did Gatsby do as a child to help himself
become a success?
• What did he learn when he was a teenager?
• What made him turn to crime in order to be
successful?
• What do you think about the way Gatsby
achieved his success?

10

10 Work in pairs. Match the beginnings and
endings of these quotations. Which one do you
agree with the most and why?

1 ‘A man is a success if he gets up in the
morning and goes to bed at night,
2 ‘I owe my success to having listened
respectfully to the very best advice,
3 ‘Success is the ability to go from one failure
to another
4 ‘Success is a journey,
a with no loss of enthusiasm.’ (Winston
Churchill)
b and in between does what he wants to.’
(Bob Dylan)
c not a destination.’ (Ben Sweetland)
d and then going away and doing the exact
opposite.’ (G.K. Chesterton)

11 Work in pairs. Say which of the ideas below are
closest to your own definition of success and
why.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

being famous
being the best at something
accepting failure
doing better than anyone expected
winning an award/title
being a positive influence on others
earning a lot of money
being happy
finding your perfect partner
spending your life as you want to
recovering from illness, difficulties or
prejudice
• doing better than your parents

12 Work in pairs. Think of someone who you feel is
a good example of a success. It can be either
a celebrity, a famous character in history or
someone you know personally. Tell the class
about your choice.

Success!

GRAMMAR AND LISTENING

Work it out
3

1
2
3
4

I wish I didn’t have to play tonight.

If only I could have a quiet evening at home.
If only I hadn’t left the band!
I wish I had never entered the music business.

Read the sentences and answer the questions.

I wish I didn’t have to play tonight.
If only I could have a quiet evening at home.
If only I hadn’t left the band!
I wish I had never entered the music
business.

Which sentence(s) talk about a regret …
• about the present? What tense do we use?
• about the past? What tense do we use?

Check it out
I wish/If only for regrets
We use I wish/if only when we want something to
be true but know it is impossible or unlikely.
We use if only/I wish + the Past Simple to talk
about regrets about the present. It means, ‘It would
be nice if … .’
I wish/If only I could have a quiet evening at
home. (It would be nice if I could have a quiet
evening. = It’s a pity I can’t have … .)
We use if only/I wish + the Past Perfect to talk
about regrets about the past. It means, ‘It would
have been nice if … .’
I wish/If only I hadn’t left the band. (It would
have been nice if I hadn’t left the band. = It’s a pity
I left … .)

4

Rewrite the sentences using the prompts so
that the meaning stays the same.
1 It would be nice if you didn’t have to leave
so early.
I wish
2 It would be nice if I could speak Spanish.
I wish
3 It would be nice if you lived closer to us.
If only
4 It’s a pity I gave up learning German.
I wish
5 I’m sorry I was rude to you.
I wish
6 It’s a pity that I lost his phone number.
If only

1

In pairs, look at the photo and answer the
questions.

5

• Who do you think the person is? What’s the
situation?
• Would you like to be famous? Why?/Why not?
• What are the disadvantages of being famous?
Use these ideas to help you.
autographs interviews bodyguards
pressure fans privacy

2

T005 In pairs, listen and decide why Colin
is unhappy. Does he mention any of the
disadvantages of fame you mentioned in
Exercise 1?

Make sentences with wish/if only for these
situations.
1
2
3
4
5
6

6

You aren’t very good at singing.
You argued with your parents last night.
You don’t have any friends abroad.
Your ears are too big.
You didn’t pay attention in the maths lesson.
You don’t understand your maths homework.

Work in pairs. Think of a famous person and
write down three regrets about the present/past
which you think they might have.

11

4

T007 Listen and decide which of Natalie’s
pieces of advice Marcus tried to use at his next
party. Which was the most useful?

5

T008 Study Speak Out. Then listen and
complete Natalie’s sentences with a phrase
from the box.

SPEAK OUT | Giving advice
You’d better (+ infinitive)
You ought to …
If I were you, I’d …
You should …
It’s worth + -ing
It’s a good idea to …
You might find it useful to …
Why don’t you (+ infinitive) … ?
Remember to …

Be a social success!
Shy? Lacking self-confidence?
Let me help you!

1 When you meet somebody for the first time
___ introduce yourself first.
2 ___ trying to memorise at least one detail
about them.
3 ___ make notes on little cards.
4 ___ make more of an effort to keep up-todate with what’s going on.
5 ___ start reading a few film reviews at least.
6 ___ smile a lot and speak … .
7 ___ just be yourself?

I am a fully-qualified personal coach and I have
helped dozens of people to believe in
themselves and make a success of their lives.
Phone to make an appointment now – the first
consultation is free!

Natalie Edwards

Mind the trap!

014592 444333

You’d better (= you had better) is very
strong advice. It means we don’t expect the
listener to ignore it!
Its meaning is close to ‘you definitely have to’.
Somebody’s stolen my wallet.
You’d better contact the police.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
1

Read the advert above. What do you think it
means to be a social success?

2

Work in pairs. Choose the advice which you
think is useful for people who want to be
a social success.

• Mention your successes and achievements
very often.
• Be yourself.
• Always introduce yourself first.
• Pay compliments as often as you can.
• Smile a lot.
• Sound confident.
• Speak with an educated accent.
• Tell jokes very often.
• Keep up-to-date with the latest films and
music.
• Try and remember people’s names and
other details.
• Wear fashionable clothes.
• Use long, complicated words.

3

12

T006 Listen and find the advice in Exercise 2
that Natalie, a personal coach, gives Marcus.
Did you choose the same advice?

6

Work in groups. Imagine that you work as
a personal coach. Use Speak Out and try to give
at least two pieces of advice for each situation.

What advice would you give to someone who …
• wants to make a good impression on a first
date?
• has problems remembering appointments
and birthdays?
• wants to earn some extra money to be able
to go on holiday?
• needs to find out some information on
Einstein for a class presentation?
• is having problems keeping up with English
lessons?
• wants to make a good impression for
a college/job interview?
• has just had a serious argument with their
boyfriend/girlfriend/sister?
• feels bored in the evenings?
• is addicted to computer games?
• can’t wake up in the mornings?

Success!

VOCABULARY AND WRITING
1

5

What kind of word is needed in each sentence?
Complete the sentences using the words
formed from the words in capitals.

Outreach

1 Nobody expected them to
, but
they did!
SUCCESS
2 I haven’t passed my driving test for the
. FAIL
ninth time. I feel like a complete
3 Losing your privacy is a price you have
.
FAMOUS
to pay for
4 She
took her employers to court
and won compensation.
SUCCESS
5 Your projects were excellent – you
. ACHIEVE
can all be very proud of your
6 You’re very talented, you know – you have
to predict problems.
ABLE
an amazing

2

Application for the post of

Team Leader
(Summer Holiday Camp)
1 Please give details of any personal qualities
which you think you could bring to the job.

Put the verbs or phrases in the correct group.

I believe my two biggest qualities are patience
and the 1___ to get on with people. I also
consider myself very hard-working.

not be up to the task
do well (in a test, at school …)
mess up (an exam, an interview …)
do badly (in a test …) flunk (an exam)
pass (an exam)

Succeed

3

2 Please give details of any recent
achievements (either academic or personal).

Last year I 2___ my ambition of being
the first girl in my college to get a diploma
in motor mechanics. During my last holiday
I 3___ my fear of heights when I went
bungee jumping with friends. I believe these
examples show that I am not afraid of
challenges and I always try to 4___ any
obstacles I meet in life.

Fail

Choose the verb(s) or phrases which collocate
with these words.

achieve fulfil miss
make the most of overcome

6

1 ___
2 ___

an ambition
a dream
an aim

Complete the application form with phrases
from Exercises 1–3.

Complete the application form in Exercise 5
to make it true for you. Use the vocabulary in
Exercises 2 and 3.

*Project

4 ___
5 ___

3 ___

4

a chance
an opportunity

idea

Prepare a presentation and/or make a poster
‘How to be a social success.’

a difﬁculty
a problem
an obstacle
a disability
a fear/phobia

Work in pairs. Choose two topics and take turns
to talk about them.

Talk about a time when you:
• fulfilled a dream
• missed an opportunity to do something
• messed up something badly
• made the most of an opportunity
• felt proud of your achievements.
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Taking a break
Read, listen and talk about holidays and travel.
Practise passive forms.
Focus on effective listening, interpreting statistics.
Write a description of a place.

GRAMMAR AND READING

Work it out

1

2

Work in pairs. Look at the holiday brochure and
answer the questions.

• What is unusual about the three hotels it
describes?
• Which of the hotels would you prefer to
spend a night in? Why?
• Have you ever stayed in an unusual place?

TOP 3

Match sentences 1–6 with their passive
versions a–f in the texts below.
1 They keep the temperature at about –5ºC.
2 They are already accepting reservations.
3 Someone murdered two people while
someone else was building the castle.
4 The Clan McIntosh attacked the castle.
5 Since then they have completely rebuilt the
hotel many times.
6 They won’t complete the complex until next
year.

Extraordinary
Hotels
Castle Stuart Scotland

Want a holiday with a difference?
Have a look at these places …

The Icehotel Sweden

14

2

Castle Stuart, which was built about 400 years ago, has
a violent history. c Two people were murdered while the
castle was being built. Not long after the building was
finally completed in 1625, d the castle was attacked by
the Clan McIntosh and was abandoned. Since then it
has been fully restored and is now a luxury hotel. But it
is said that the bedroom at the top of the East Tower is
haunted.

1

200 kilometres north of the Arctic Circle, Swedish
Lapland, The Icehotel is made of nothing but ice and
snow! This amazing hotel was first built in 1990, and
a
since then it has been completely rebuilt many times.
b
The temperature is kept at about –5°C, but don’t worry!
Special hi-tech sleeping bags are included in the price!

Poseidon Underwater
Resort The Bahamas

3

The Poseidon is the world’s first underwater luxury
hotel. This five-star resort is being built eighteen metres
below the sea in the Bahamas. It will be linked to land
through two tunnels. The windows, which are made of
transparent acrylic, offer fantastic views of the undersea
life. e The complex won’t be completed until next year,
but f reservations are already being accepted.

