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 U n i t  1

Mass Media: Radio, Television, 
the Internet

Steps 1—12

I Grammar Section

 1  Write the three missing forms of the verbs.

A  broadcast/ broadcast/ broadcasting
1. broadcast

2. shoot

3. spoil

4. break

5. build

6. bring

7. catch

8. find

9. fall

10. spread

11. choose

12. begin

13. become

14. fly

15. hang

B 

1. contribute

2. relax

3. discuss

4. advertise

broadcasted broadcasted
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5. surf

6. humiliate

7. spy

8. combine

9. stop

10. crack

11. found

12. enjoy

13. threaten

14. bury

15. prefer

 3  Use the verbs in brackets in present continuous passive to complete the 

sentences.

1. A romantic play (perform) is being performed in the theatre now.

2. The exam in history (take)  by 

the students at the moment.

3. At the moment the Football Association (criticize)  

 by all the fans.

4. Some important international news (broadcast)  

 on this channel now.

5. The current events (discuss)  by 

the government at the moment.

6. They say the guests (serve)  now.

7. Where are your suitcases?  — They (weigh)  

 by the airport attendant now.

8. This new serial (much speak)  of.
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 3 Use the verbs in brackrts in past continuous passive to complete the 
sentences.

1. When Bill entered the hall, the speech to the government (make) 

was being made by a famous speaker.

2. A concert by Yury Bashmet (give)  

in our town at 7 p.m. yesterday.

3. While my sister was watching the cartoons, the dishes (wash) 

 in the kitchen.

4. At the time when Mike returned to his native city, the first 

hypermarket (build)  in the city cen-

tre.

5. A new soap opera (shoot)  when 

the leading actor decided to leave the company.

6. When the teacher entered the classroom, the Internet (surf) 

 for the answers to the quiz.

7. When the Levinstongs arrived, their butler (question) 

 by the police inspector and the 

house (search) .

8. When the door opened, we heard that modern laptops (advertise) 

 on TV.

 4 Circle the appropriate forms of the verbs in brackets (present simple 
passive or present continuous passive) to complete the sentences.

1. Such kind of commercials ( are always broadcast /are always 

being broadcast) at midnight.

2. The guests (are served/are being served) in the restaurant at the 

moment.

3. Tim has a strange feeling that he (is spied/is being spied) on by 

somebody at the moment.

4. Jazz music (is always played/is always being played) in the 

streets of New Orlean.

5. This scientist’s ideas (are often referred/are often being 

referred) to.
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6. Music (is turned/is being turned) down after 11p.m. in big cities.

7. Our luggage (is checked/is being checked) at the customs now.

8. Thanksgiving (is celebrated/is being celebrated) in the USA and 

other English-speaking countries.

9. When the necessary data (is found/is being found), you can save 

it in the computer.

10. Bill (is criticized/is being criticized) for the improper 

behaviour.

 5 Circle the appropriate forms of the verbs in brackets (past simple pas-
sive or past continuous passive) to complete the sentences.

1. A laptop and a printer ( were bought /were being bought) for 

Timmy yesterday.

2. When Jill came to the supermarket, it (was closed/was being 

closed), but she (was allowed/was being allowed) to enter the shop 

by the manager.

3. The electronic form (was filled/was being filled) by the students 

when the headmaster came into the classroom.

4. As it was a really hot summer, the roses (were watered/were 

being watered) at dawn every day.

5. The first plays (were performed/were being performed) in 

Ancient Greece in the fourth century BC.

6. When I saw Kim at the gas station, his car (was filled/was being 

filled).

7. The news (was still broadcast/was still being broadcast) when 

the kids turned the TV-set on.

8. The Taj Mahal (was constructed/was being constructed) in North 

India in the 17th century.

9. While the witness (was questioned/was being questioned) by the 

police inspector, his colleague was writing a report in the next room.

10. A new serial (was advertised/was being advertised) on this 

channel every two hours.

 6 Use the verbs in brackets in present perfect passive to complete the 
sentences.

1. A lot of documentary films (show) have been shown on the Ani-

mal Discovery Channel recently.

2. Some extra chairs (bring)  into 

the hall for the new participants.

3. Lately the main project (advertise) 

 . Many people are excited about it.
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4. The local government (never criticize)  

 by the citizens of this region.

5. The president’s speech (broadcast)  

on TV today.

6. I know that the little boy (not threaten)  

 by his peers.

7. This programme (call)  user-

friendly by our customers.

8. This restaurant (recommend)  to 

me by one of my partners.

9. This computer game (not play)  

by many teenagers yet.

10. Ten of our office computers (crack)  

 by hackers. We have to reinstall them.

 7 Use the verbs in brackets in past perfect passive to complete the sen-
tences.

1. Dan said the message (not receive) hadn‛t been received by him 

yet.

2. Molly told us that the radio programme (criticize)  

 by the listeners recently.

3. By the end of the lesson the new material (explain)   

 to the students. 

4. Mr Bond thought that he (spy)  on.

5. Granny said the picnic (spoil)  by 

the bad weather.

6. Mr Morris told his doctor he (humiliate)  

 by some peers in his childhood.

7. The important data (find)  and 

(save)  by the end of the week.

8. The manager told everybody that alcohol commercials (forbid) 

 by the director of the channel.
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9. A new concert hall (open)  by the 

end of the year.

10. We were told the shortest way to the village (show) 

 to the kids.

 8 Circle the appropriate forms of the verbs in brackets (present perfect 
passive or past perfect passive) to complete the sentences.

1. A new film about World War II (has been shot/( had been shot ) 

the day before.

2. The officer said the refugees (have been threatened/had been 

threatened) to death.

3. The presentation (has been spoiled/had been spoiled) by some 

irresponsible students.

4. Peter said the global network (has been used/had been used) all 

over the world for many years.

5. Mike said the homepage of their class (has been created/had 

been created) on the Internet. Now all his classmates could use it.

6. Some useful programmes for disabled children (have been 

in stalled/had been installed) in the new shopping centre. Let’s visit 

it.

7. Many thank-you letters (have been written/had been written) by 

the 20th of April.

8. All current events (have been discussed/had been discussed) by 

the government online. We know the result of the discussion.

9. The Rangers (have always been supported/had always been sup-

ported) by our school football team. Ask them and they will tell you.

10. The teacher said the new printers and scanners (have been 

bought/had been bought) by the sponsors.

11. More than 100 expeditions (have been sent/had been sent) to 

that dangerous region to save people. There is no danger now.

12. A lot of rare animals (have been shot/had been shot), that’s why 

many species are endangered now.

 9 Make the sentences negative.

1. The window is being cleaned. The window is not being cleaned.

2. At that moment the new plan was being discussed. 

3. The motorbike has been carefully polished. 
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4. Bob said the hospital had already been built. 

5. These important messages have been sent. 

6. The computer had been repaired by the evening. 

7. The current news is being broadcast on TV at the moment. 

8. The dishes had been washed by nine o’clock the day before. 

9. The channels were being surfed at 8 a.m. 

10. The famous actor is being interviewed by the host now. 

 10 Make these sentences interrogative.

1. America was discovered by Christopher Columbus in 1492. Was 

America discovered by Christopher Columbus in 1492?

2. The decision had been made by 6 o’clock.  

Christopher Columbus
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3. Colin’s bags were being weighed when the police officer came up 

to him. 

4. This data has been broadcasted everywhere. 

5. The documents are being prepared by the secretary at the 

moment. 

6. A lot of computer technologies have been developed recently. 

7. The current news is repeated every fifteen minutes.

8. Nowadays the information is received very fast via the Internet.

 11 Turn these sentences into passive structures and write them down.

1. Modern children use the Internet a lot. The Internet is used a lot 

by modern children.

2. Sam’s mother asked him to apologize for his shameful behaviour 

the day before. 

3. Many actors have criticized the latest Brazilian serials. 

4. The manager was demonstrating a modern xerox when the direc-

tor entered the office. 

5. Nowadays many people do not listen to radio programmes. 
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6. They broadcast local news on TV every three hours. 

7. The company specialist had stopped a dangerous computer virus 

by the evening. 

8. When Kevin returned to his native city, the workers were recon-

structing the stadium. 

9. The French delegation has brought a new exhibition of paintings 

to St Petersburg lately. 

10. The grown-ups were discussing the current situation at seven 

o’clock the day before yesterday. 

11. Mark said they had served dinner by six o’clock. 

12. The producer based his serial on the latest novel by J. Grisham. 

 12 Use the verbs in brackets in the appropriate forms to complete the sen-
tences.

1. Tom didn’t know that the last printer (sell) had been sold the 

previous day.

2. Mike (spoil)  by his grandparents 

in his childhood, that’s why he can easily humiliate people.

3. Every year patriotic songs (heard)  

everywhere in the USA on July 4.

4. When David came into the studio, the last scene (shoot) 

.


